Signs of Upheaval
expression over certain political and social issues.
It is indifferent towards the normal political con-
troversies, but it can become indignant over cases
of extreme injustice. It was not so committed to
National Party allegiance as to support the Govern-
ment policy regarding the revised scales of unemploy-
ment relief. We live in an age of wireless and news-
papers, moreover, when, however removed we may
be from public affairs, we are continually reminded
of the problems of the larger world. Yet most men
and women form their opinions as to these problems
second-hand: they are necessarily affected by the
views of the set in which they happen to move. They
rarely converse with those who hold, nor do they
read books which advocate, an unfamiliar stand-
point. Their environment is temperamentally con-
servative.
The older people who make up this large section
of the public ask to be left alone: they prefer to
accept existing conditions in the hope that they may
become more settled. The younger generations are
less traditionally minded, but in the main they are
anxious to obtain as much pleasure as possible out
of life, and many of them are inclined to resent
social upheaval as likely to restrict their opportunities
for pleasure.
The Present Unsettlement
Nevertheless, the most casual observer has become
uncomfortably aware that he is living in a highly
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